
  
 
The Ballastone Inn 
Inn’s History: A Historic Story of Prestige and Living Drama 
In recognition of its historical significance, the Ballastone Inn of Savannah has been 
awarded two commemorative plaques, one from the Historic Savannah Foundation 
and one from the National Trust.  Many of the colors used in the Inn’s décor reflect an 
1830 Savannah.   

 
The rich history of the property, the mansion and the Inn  
Offer painted shades of sizzle, resilience, and heritage.  

 
The land where the distinguished Ballastone Inn luxury bed and breakfast is now 
situated formed part of the southern boundary of the original Town of Savannah 
settlement founded by General James E. Oglethorpe in the fall of 1733.   
 
In his master plan, Englishman General James E. Oglethorpe created Percival Ward 
which was originally bounded by Broughton Street, Drayton Street, South Broad 
Street,(which was changed to Oglethorpe Avenue in 1898), and Whitaker Street.  
Notable from its beginnings, Percival Ward was named by General J.E. Oglethorpe in 
honor of the Right Honorable John Viscount Percival, afterwards Earl of Egmont, 
president of the Trustees for settling the colony. 
 
In August of 1733 Jeremiah Papot, a vinedresser, was granted a plot of land at #14 
South Broad Street (East Oglethorpe Ave.)  The Papot family did very little with the plot 
of land on South Broad Street until 1835 when they sold it to a local merchant, George 
Anderson.  Mr. Anderson built a small building at #14 South Broad Street in 1837 to 
which nothing else known was done to the property.  Upon his death in 1847, George 
Anderson’s son, John W. Anderson, inherited the property.   
 
John W. Anderson, who owned the Lebanon Plantation some 17 miles south of 
Savannah, built a large brick building with 2 small buildings on the alley in 1853.  John 
W. Anderson, a Major in the Confederate Army commanding Fort McAllister when it fell 
to General Sherman in 1864, used 14 South Broad Street as a Town house upon his visits 
to Savannah.  The Anderson family sold the Town house in 1873 to William Butterby, a 
prominent Savannah Cotton Factorize owner.  
 
Captain Henry Blun, a German emigrant in 1853 who joined the Confederate Army in 
1861 served at Fort Pulaski and with forces on Tybee and Wilmington Islands, bought 



#14 South Broad Street in 1888.  Captain Blun retained William Gibbons Preston, a 
prominent Boston architect, to enlarge the house in 1893.  In 1895 Captain had the 
house once again improved to its present size today.  Henry Blun became the 
president of the Germania Bank and lived at #14 South Board Street/East Oglethorpe 
Avenue with his wife Catherine and family until his death in 1912.  Mrs. Henry Blun 
continued to live in the home until her death in 1922.  The house stood vacant for 
almost 2 years. 
 
In 1925 the Blun home was sold and became the City Progressive Club [prohibition era 
speakeasy a.k.a. Progressive Club] with Bill B. Robertson living in the club as the 
superintendent that year.  Michael M. May, superintendent for the Georgia Ice 
Company, was elected as president of the club to which he held that office until the 
club’s demise in the middle of 1926. The Club supported the Savannah road bond, and 
the repeal of the “dry law,” as well as other controversial issues of that time.  In 1926 M. 
Perlson was appointed as the manager of the club until the building was sold to James 
A. Allen, an inspector for the Otis Elevator Company, at the end of 1926.  Mr. Allen his 
wife, Eva and family lived in the house until 1931.   
 
Year 1932 found the house on East Oglethorpe in the possession of the Wyatt family 
who turned their home into a boarding house.  John Lester Wyatt and his wife Alberta 
managed the boarding house for several years. During that time the Wyatt family lived 
at the home Mr. Wyatt worked as a salesman for the Dixie Chevrolet Company, U.S. 
Deputy Marshal and then became a barber in 1937 with a shop located on Bull Street.   
 
In 1941 John Lester Wyatt left the family home and lived at his shop until he remarried in 
1942.  Mrs. Alberta Lee Wyatt continued to live and manage the boarding house until 
1949.**  Her daughter, Eloise E. Wyatt, helped her mother with the house until her 
marriage to N. C. Davis Jr. of Brunswick, GA in 1942.  It is at this time that the boarding 
house slowly deteriorated into a bordello.   
 
**Note:  It was reported in 1986 that boarders from the 1940’s boarding 
house era brought his wives back to the same room at The Ballastone Inn for 
their 50th Anniversary.  
 
14 East Oglethorpe Avenue was called the Lester House from 1932 until 1949 when it 
was sold and turned into apartments for the World War II workforce.  (Some have 
erroneously confused another boarding house at 14 WEST Oglethorpe as Lester House 
at 14 EAST (now Ballastone Inn in 2004.)   
 
The building became known as the Troy Apartments opened for business in 1950 which 
consisted of 18 units and closed March of 1969.  During the time the Troy Apartments 
were in business it was home to 40 people and 11 families.  The indispensable war 
workers who lived at the Troy Apartments consisted of  A.F. King & Son Stenographer & 
Clerk;  Union Bag & Paper Company Telephone Operator; Screen man, & 
Stenographer, Miles A. Wilcox; Salesman; Adler’s Department store Saleswoman; 
Morgan’s Inc. Salesman & Clerk; Columbus Drug Pricier; Liberty Distributing Bookkeeper; 
Oswald Hardware Salesman; Lindsay & Morgan Seamstress; Palmer & Cay Clerk; P.O. 
Engineer Superintendent; Marine Engineer; IRS Agent; Chatham County Superior Court 
Clerk; Savannah Telephone Operator; Savannah City Police Matron [a city Jail officer]; 
Georgia State Hwy Bridger tender; Hogan’s Office Secretary; Princess Grill waitress; 
Manager Hotel waitress; Strachan Ship’s Clerk; Seaman; Accountant; Veterans 
Administration Clerk & employee; Engineer for the Central of Georgia Railroad;  2 



Savannah News-Press printers; U.S. Coast Guard service man; U.S. Air Force Service 
men; Nurses; College, High School & Middle School teachers; a Plumber; and a 
widowed Embroiderer.  
 
In 1947 James Robinson moved in as the manager of the Troy Apartments and he 
managed the property until 1969.  Our widowed embroiderer, Mrs. Eleanor (Addie) L. 
Cameron lived at the apartments for 19 years. A Nurse, Miss Nellie E. Youmans lived 
there for 16 years; and, James L. Cowart, the IRS Agent, lived at the apartments for 15 
years. 
 
The Girl Scouts of America purchased the Troy Apartments from Coastal Development 
Inc. in April of 1969 and used the mansion for the Juliette Gordon Low birthplace 
home’s overflow and Administration offices until it was sold in 1979 to hotel 
businessman, Tarby Bryant.  
 
The “Anderson House” sold for a sum of $165,000 in 1979.  Through a Limited Partnership 
and SBA 7a financing, $850,000 was invested in the property to install an elevator and 
convert the property into Savannah’s first luxury bed and breakfast inn.  “We wanted 
something distinctive,” shares Tarby Bryant in speaking of the property’s transformation 
in 1981.  Four of the original 19 rooms were completed within 100 days.  The balance of 
rooms was completed over the next month. Walter Carson was the contractor.  Helen 
Hatch, AIA of Atlanta was Architect.   Savannah artist Ann Osteen was color and fabric 
consultant. Former political press secretary Betty Platt was PR consultant. Tarby & Leslie 
Bryant were Innkeepers. Brad Holloway was the first concierge.    
 
From the property’s sale in 1986, each new owner has added new splendor to 
Ballastone – a word honoring the balancing stones (ballast stones) from international 
merchant ships.  The stones line the street ramps from the Savannah River even today.  
 
In February of 1997, the luxury hotel underwent extensive restorations and refurbishment 
to recreate its original antebellum glory. The Ballastone was awarded the coveted 4 
diamond, 4 star designations. 
 
After six months of negotiations and planning, in June 2002, Jennifer Salandi from 
Atlanta Georgia purchased the luxury mansion hotel.  For the uniquely intimate 
Ballastone, focus is to provide an inviting, classic elegance; distinguished anticipated 
comforts; and continual refinements to luxury leisure.   
 
 
 



Historical Photos.  Copyright © 2004 and Courtesy of Georgia Historical Society. 
 
Foreground LEFT is the Ballastone Inn Mansion (ca. prior to 1898). 
The trolley car rail tracks, oak tree lined wide median of South Broad Street (now 
Oglethorpe Avenue). The City Progressive Club [Prohibition Era speakeasy] objected to 
cementing over the rail tracks in later years.    

 
_ _ _ _  
 
Wide grassy Median with Oaks and Azaleas lining  
Oglethorpe Avenue (a.k.a. South Broad facing EAST)  
Ca. 1920 - 1930 
Near RIGHT building is the corner of Independent Presbyterian Church where U.S. 
President Woodrow Wilson married Savannah native Ellen Axson Wilson.   
Far RIGHT brick building is the administrative offices of the Board of Education.   
Ballastone is across the median from the Education building.  

 
 



BELOW: [Ditto description of above photo.]  
Note cars parked at an angle.  In 2004 traffic flow remains one-way traffic on each side 
of the median.  

 
 


